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science," has given birth to the erroneous impression
that the early writers were cold, hard-hearted men,
who looked upon the laborer as simply a machine to
be run until it breaks down, and who had no hope
that the conditions they described could ever in the
nature of things be altered or improved. The fact
is that those writers were all humane and enlightened
men with warm sympathies. Aclam Smith is now
ranked among the founders of utilitarianism, which
is an essentially melioristic doctrine. It is a curious
fact, rarely referred to, that the very title of the
great work of Malthus, which is regarded as the
most pessimistic of all that class of writings, con-
tains a clear declaration of his humanitarian purpose.
Even in the first edition the title reads: An Essay
on the Principle of Population as it affects the future
Improvement of Society. The first seven words re-
mained the same in all editions, but in the second
edition the remainder reads: or a review of its past
and present effects on human happiness. In the
seventh edition (I have not been able to consult
intermediate ones) these words are added to the
last: with an inquiry into our prospects respecting the
future removal or mitigation of the evils which it oc-
casions.

This clearly shows that even Malthus wrote for a
purpose, and that a humanitarian one. The same
might be proved for many of the earlier works on
political economy. A modern writer, Mr. William
Cunningham, makes the following frank confession ;